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on the errors of the Western Church. These theories which
are still widely maintained form a sort of corollary to the
legend of the second Photian schism. The schism of Ceru-
larius, it is true, arose from no superficial causes. The main
cause is the justifiable scorn of the Byzantines for the bad
Popes of the ninth, tenth, and eleventh centuries. The folk
of East Rome had never seen three oecumenical Patriarchs
deposed by a single Emperor, as Henry III had deposed
three Popes: they had never seen bishops fighting at the
head of their troops, nor cases of simony as scandalous as
those of the West. The comparison between Rome and
Byzantium for the centuries which preceded the schism is
all in favour of the latter. Contrary to that which is often
ignorantly repeated, it is, in fact, the Popes who have fallen
into slavery, it is the Patriarchs of Constantinople who are
independent. Byzantium had a lively consciousness of its
own strength, its dignity, and its privileges. Byzantium was
in the right on most of those dogmatic and. disciplinary
questions which were in dispute, if in such matters it is
occupatio^ prescription, tradition which determine where right
lies. But life also has its rights, and it is this fact which
Byzantium failed to recognize. Here, indeed, is to be found
the true cause of the schism. The Byzantines were fully
justified in despising the bad Popes, but they did not realize
with what kind of men they had to deal when they met Pope
Leo IX and his advisers, Cardinal Humbert, Frederick of
Lorraine, and their like. These men were not cowards,
neither were they degenerate nor illiterate. Humbert,
writing to the Patriarch of Antioch, approves the latter's
creed, although it lacked the Filioque. These leaders of the
West were full of life and enthusiasm, they were about to
begin their great struggle for the purification of the Church,
for its complete enfranchisement from civil authority, for the
establishment of the celibacy of the clergy. They knew that
the fight would be long and bitterly contested, and that it
would be fought on more than one front.
The Norman conquests were already avenging Rome for
the ecclesiastical annexations of Leo the Isaurian; as a conse-
quence of these victories such towns as Otranto, Rossano,
and Reggio had once more been attached to the Roman